CHAPTER   IV
THE MAGINOT LINE THEORY
existence of the Maginot Line encouraged
JL France to follow a negative policy in diplomacy
and military strategy, which was disastrous in face of
Hitler's energy and ambitions. The first indications that
France had decided to adopt a " wait and see " policy
behind the Maginot Line was given in March 1936 when
the Germans marched into the Rhineland and France
remained inactive, apart from mobilizing large numbers
of fortress troops.
From that moment it became clear to France's allies,
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Poland, that little hope
of support could be expected in the event of a sudden
attack by Hitler. Germany built the Siegfried Line and
France was cut off from sending effective aid to her allies
in Europe. She had ceased to be a first-class power.
The Quai d'Orsay and the Government realized very
well what it would mean to have Hitler occupying the
demilitarized zone. Why did not France react more
vigorously ? Hitler as usual had chosen his moment for
action very well. The general elections were to be held
two months later. Albert Sarraut was head of the
interim government, and Flandin was Minister of Foreign
Affairs.   When tlcv found that the British Government
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